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Perfect book debut for Haimes
IRST time author and
Boulder resident Tracey
Haimes has got her
teeth into her work –
literally, with her book The
Perfect Tooth.
All about dental hygiene and
how to care for teeth, the story is
well-illustrated and colourful,
providing entertainment and
education for the four to eight
year old group.
Ms Haimes said she was really
excited to see the project come to
fruition and didn’t feel she had
“bitten off more than she could
chew” as a first time author and
publisher.
The idea for the book began
when Ms Haimes created a play
as part of her registered nursing
training on health promotion and
placement. “I decided to turn the
book into a play – but it took quite
a few years to actually happen,”
she said.
Her uncle in New Zealand was
contacted and provided the
illustrations; meanwhile Ms
Haimes did a lot of research on
writing for children.
She said she found there wasn’t
a lot out there similar to her
concept and she wanted wanted
“to do it right”.
After spending more than two
years researching content and
presentation she selected a
suitable graphic designer and
editor and it all began to come

“My main
motivation was to
encourage children
to make healthy
eating choices and
to educate them on
the importance of
oral hygiene.”
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Tooth tales: First time author/publisher Tracey Haimes with her book. Photo: TRAVIS ANDERSON
together.
“I needed to get the message
across in a fun way and I think I
have succeeded,” she said.
“My main motivation was to
encourage children to make
healthy eating choices and to
educate them on the importance

of oral hygiene.”
She eventually went with the
novel idea of using the Tooth
Fairy, along with a mix of
appealing and colourful
characters who conduct a series of
tooth inspections, coming up with
descriptions of problems and

offering solutions along the way.
Ms Haimes said she was proud
of her first writing effort and was
keen to do another book in the
future.
“I’ve sort of fallen in love with
the idea of being an author,” she
said with a smile.

She has donated a copy of The
Perfect Tooth to William Grundt
Memorial Library.
It is also available on
www.westbooks.com and will be
used as an educational resource
at many schools.
Ms Haimes will be doing book
signings at Boulder Market Day
on October 16, at the Golden Mile
Bookshop on November 6 from
9am-midday and at Collins Book
Shop on November 10, from
10am-midday and 5pm-7pm.
The Perfect Tooth is available
at the above shops or by phoning
Ms Haimes on 0417 000 852 or
check out The Perfect Tooth
Facebook page or
www.kwepsterbooks.com.
WENDY LAVENDER

Chance to
meet the
director
OLDFIELDS Repertory
Club will offer a Meet the
Director session in
conjunction with their
production The Playboy of the
Western World.
This is a chance to chat with Ray
Omedei, who was an active member of
the Rep club in the ‘50s and 60’s, and
has returned to direct The Playboy of
the Western World.
Rep club artistic director Norma
Latchford said having Mr Omedei on
board was a real privilege and the
chance for the public to meet him an
added bonus.
During the session Mr Omodei will
discuss the context and history of the
play and his direction and
interpretation of the piece.
He will also provide insight into the
history of the theatre and share many
of his experiences there.
Mr Omedei’s career has included
being associate director and director
of the Writer’s Workshop at the
National Theatre Company at the
Playhouse, resident director at the
Old Tote Theatre and artistic director
of several renowned theatre
companies.
Artistic residencies at University of
Adelaide and University of Western
Australia and his involvement in the
National Workshop Multi-Arts project
at state and national levels are
further achievements in his
professional life.
“We are thrilled to have Ray back
where his career began many years
ago and we are all very excited about
Playboy and the meet the director
session,” Ms Latchford said.
Meet the Director is open to the
public and will be held at the Rep club
at 4pm tomorrow, immediately after
the matinee session of The Playboy of
the Western World.
For more information phone Norma
Latchford on 0409 914 075.
WENDY LAVENDER
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Group dynamics: Jimmy Farrell (Gavin Yates), Christopher Mahon (Paul Andinach), Philly Cullan played by Ken Chinnery (behind),
Aaron Pendlebury and Lauren Chapman-Holle. Photos: SUPPLIED

‘Masterwork’ on offer at Rep Club
THEATRE
Production: The Playboy of
the Western World
Reviewer: Wendy Lavender
Venue: Goldfields Repertory Club
T HAS all the ingredients of a
modern soap opera, but The Playboy
of the Western World was written
long before that term was ever
coined – with murder, love and
misunderstanding at its core.
“Playboy” opened at the Goldfields
Repertory Club on Wednesday night and
has been proving popular with audiences.
Perhaps it’s secret to success lies in it
humanity and human foibles, as
recognisable to audience today as it was
during its inaugural performance in
Dublin in 1907 when its subject matter
caused riots in the aisles.
The Goldfields Repertory Club’s strong
cast of characters bring the human
concerns and pettiness to life; Lauren
Chapman-Holle acquits herself well as the
wayward daughter Maggie (Pegeen)
Flaherty, as does her Paul Andonovich as
the hero/scoundrel Christopher Mahon.
Because of a supposed brutal murder,
Mahon becomes the hero of an isolated
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Family discussion: Pegeen (Lauren
Chapman-Holle) in heated debate with her
onstage father, Michael Flaherty, played by
Aaron Pendlebury.

community of peasants; he also wins the
love of Pegeen with his flowery and heroic
talk, along with the affections of the
Widow Quin, played rather convincingly
by Karen Gurry.
Pegeen’s final rejection of the
“scoundrel” once his duplicity is revealed
is not complete; she still longs for the bad
boy over her more respectable beau at the
end of the play.
Synge’s finely drawn, realistic yet poetic
depiction of that incident and the
manners and mores of Irish life angered
many who thought the play indecent and
guilty of promoting negative stereotypes.
In the years since the play has earned
critical acclaim, to the point where it is
now regarded as the masterwork of one of
the most highly regarded Irish
playwrights in the modern age.
The rep club’s production is
well-thought out and well executed; its
characterisation and history coupled with
its professionally polished presentation
and cleverly designed set make it well
worth seeing.
The Playboy of the Western World is on
tonight at 8pm, with a matinee tomorrow
at 2.30pm with the finale performance at
8pm at the Goldfields Repertory Club, 7
Brookman Street, Kalgoorlie.
Tickets cost $20 for adults and $15 for
concession and rep club members are
available at www.goldfieldsartscentre.com
or GAC box office 9088 6900 or at the door.

